
BELONGING
A  S I X  W E E K  S E R I E S   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

SERIES BOOKLET



B U T  Y O U  A R E  A  C H O S E N  P E O P L E ,
A  R O Y A L  P R I E S T H O O D ,  A  H O L Y  N A T I O N ,

A PEOPLE BELONGING TO GOD,
T H A T  Y O U  M A Y  D E C L A R E  T H E  P R A I S E S

O F  H I M  W H O  C A L L E D  Y O U  O U T  O F
D A R K N E S S  I N T O  H I S  W O N D E R F U L  L I G H T .

 
1  P E T E R  2 : 9  ( N I V  1 9 8 4 )



BIBLE READING • Ephesians 1.3-22
SERMON OUTLINE

TO GOD

BELONGING
W E E K  O N E   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

Introduction: "I believe in church"

1. How did I get here?

2. How did they get here?

Application: Thinking and acting as church
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LAUNCH

What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? Share with the group.

DISCUSS
 

‘By becoming a Christian, I belong to God and I belong to my brothers and
sisters. It is not that I belong to God and then make a decision to join a local

church. My being in Christ means being in Christ with those others who are in
Christ. This is my identity. This is our identity.’ 

(Chester and Timmis)

1. How does this quote help us understand the role of the church in the
Christian life?

2. “Church is the group God has drawn together in rescue by the cross”.
How does Ephesians 1:13-14 support this quote?

3. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. What is our contribution to our salvation?    
How does this truth shape our attitudes towards ourselves and our brothers
and sisters in the church?
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W E E K  O N E

GROWTH GROUP



APPLY
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PRAYER POINTS DIG DEEPER

Use QR Code to find series
resources on our website.

your growth group?
welcoming people at church?
serving people on a Sunday?
your relationship with brothers and sisters?

4. Think back to the illustration about rescued passengers on a surf lifeboat.
How would your mindset or actions be different if you had this perspective
towards church?

5. How might this understanding of church shape:
a.
b.
c.
d.



PRAYER OF THE WEEK
 

Christ, whose insistent call disturbs our settled lives:
Give us discernment to hear your word, grace to relinquish our tasks,

and courage to follow empty handed wherever you may lead,
so that the voice of your gospel may reach to the ends of the earth,

Amen.

DEVOTIONS
W E E K  O N E
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MONDAY • Ephesians 1.3-22
Reflect on yesterday’s sermon passage.
What does this passage teach us about
what the church is? 

TUESDAY • Ephesians 1.1-14 
Jot down some of the blessings you
have received as a believer. Praise God
for every spiritual blessing to you. 

WEDNESDAY • Ephesians 1.15-23
What does Paul focus on as he prays for
the church in Ephesus?
Pray this for St James.

THURSDAY • Ephesians 2.1-10
How does God’s great love for us
change and transform us?

FRIDAY • Ephesians 2.11-22
What are the characteristics of God’s
church? How do we live this out at St
James?

SATURDAY • Ephesians 4.1-16
Reflect on the passage for the Bible
reading at church tomorrow. What does
it tell us about the relationship we have
with each other as believers?

SUNDAY • Revelation 2.1-7
What are the encouragements and
warnings to God’s church in Ephesus?
What do we need to hear as God’s
church at Croydon?
 



BIBLE READING • Ephesians 4.1-16
SERMON OUTLINE

TO EACH OTHER

BELONGING
W E E K  T W O   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

Introduction: Church shopping – ‘If you find the perfect church’

1. Secret #1: Lower your expectations!

2. Secret #2: Raise your expectations!

Application: Expectant church life

Page 5



LAUNCH

What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? Share with the group.

DISCUSS
 

‘‘Because God has already laid the only foundation of our fellowship, because
God has bound us together in one body with other Christians in Jesus Christ,

long before we entered into common life with them,
we enter into that common life not as demanders but as thankful recipients.

We thank God for what he has done for us.
We thank God for giving us brethren who live by his call,
by his forgiveness, and his promise.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

  
1. What does it look like for us to be a church of thankful recipients rather
than demanders?

READ EPHESIANS 4.1-16  

2. How do we relate to each other as we live worthy of the calling we have
received?

3. This passage refers to ‘each supporting ligament’ and ‘every part’.
What do you think could be your God-enabled contribution to building the
body of Christ here?
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W E E K  T W O

GROWTH GROUP



APPLY

4. In what ways do you need to ‘lower your expectations’ at church? In what
ways do you need to raise them?

 
“Many of us are not sure we want to be in a church that so trains us as

repentant sinners, for that would entail not only our humiliation but also a
vulnerability to others in which many of us have no interest. We are afraid that

if we confessed our sins, other people might make claims on our lives by
insisting on praying for us and asking us how we are doing. Most of us are not

sure that we want church to be that involved.’ 
(Kent Dunnington)

 
5. Why do we avoid confessing certain sins and struggles to each other?
How would it change our church or Growth Group if we did this?
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PRAYER POINTS DIG DEEPER

Use QR Code to find series
resources on our website.



MONDAY • Ephesians 4.1-16
Reflect on yesterday’s sermon passage.
What does it mean for St James to be a
community of grace?
Confess the times when you have not
been a person of grace to others.

TUESDAY • Ephesians 3.1-13
How does the church exhibit God’s
wisdom to the world (vs 10)?
How does that help you understand the
role of the church in the world?

WEDNESDAY • Ephesians 3.14-22
Pray this wonderful prayer for yourself
and for those in your growth group.
Praise Christ for his incredible love for
you.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
 

Almighty God,
You sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church:

Open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
That we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love, joy and peace;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit. One God, now and forever.
Amen.

DEVOTIONS
W E E K  T W O
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THURSDAY • Ephesians 4.1-16
What are the challenges for you now in
being united to your brothers and
sisters at St James?

FRIDAY • Ephesians 4.17-32
How have you been transformed by
being in Christ? How can you keep
growing in your obedience to Him?

SATURDAY • 1 Peter 2.4-12
Reflect on the passage for the Bible
reading at church tomorrow. What is the
job of the church as we live in the
world?

SUNDAY • Revelation 2.8-11
What are the encouragements and
warnings to God’s church in Smyrna?
What do we need to hear as God’s
church at Croydon?



BIBLE READING • 1 Peter 2.4-12
SERMON OUTLINE

IN THE WORLD

BELONGING
W E E K  T H R E E   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

Introduction: ‘Do you always have to go on about it?’

1. What’s our purpose?

2. Converting to community

Application: Community that demonstrates and shares Christ
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LAUNCH

What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? Share with the group.

DISCUSS
 

‘The whole service shows how Christianity works. When they see us take up an
offering, they will see that we are generous with our money because Jesus

generously gave himself up for us… When the hear us pray, they will hear what
a personal relationship with God sounds like. They will see that we have a God

who is powerful enough to answer prayers but also personal enough to care
about our little needs… All the parts of the service show that we have a

community of believers who are transformed by Christ and who restore our
world by bringing Jesus’ love, mercy and justice.’

 (Sam Chan)
 

1. Reflect on our Sunday service and our community.
Where do you see us living out the gospel in community?

 
READ 1 PETER 2.4-12 

2. What is the role of the church in God’s plans for the world?

3. How as a church do we declare the praises of God?
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W E E K  T H R E E

GROWTH GROUP



APPLY

‘In our experience people are often attracted to the Christian community
before they are attracted to the Christian message. If a believing community is
to be a persuasive apologetic for the gospel then people need to be included to

see that apologetic at work. People often tell me how they have tried telling
their unbelieving friends about Jesus, but they do not seem interested. So they

want to know what to do next. My answer is: find ways of introducing them to
the Christian community.’ 

(Chester & Timmis)
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PRAYER POINTS DIG DEEPER

Use QR Code to find series
resources on our website.

4. How could we as a community better include non-Christian people in our
community life?

5. What changes could we make so that church is as helpful as possible for
an outsider to see the difference Jesus makes? 



MONDAY • 1 Peter 2.4-12
Reflect on yesterday’s sermon passage.
What are the challenges for us as
church as we seek to be witnesses in
the world?

TUESDAY • 1 Peter 2.11-17
What does it look like to live good lives
in the world?
Ask God by his Spirit to help you live a
good life.

WEDNESDAY • 1 Peter 3.8-22
How are we to live as a church when we
are challenged or maligned?
How could we grow in this at St James?

THURSDAY • 1 Peter 4.1-11
How should these commands and
principles shape our church community?

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
 

Almighty God,
You sent your Holy Spirit to the disciples,

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel:
Empower us with that same Spirit 

to witness to your redeeming love and draw all people to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

DEVOTIONS
W E E K  T H R E E
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FRIDAY • 1 Peter 4.12-19
As we live in the world and face
opposition, how do we respond and
understand that experience?

SATURDAY • 1 Corinthians 12.1-31
Reflect on the passage for the Bible
reading at church tomorrow.
What does this passage teach us about
our life together as God’s church?

SUNDAY • Revelation 2.12-17
What are the encouragements and
warnings to God’s church in Pergamum?
What do we need to hear as God’s
church at Croydon?



BIBLE READING • 1 Corinthians 12.1-31
SERMON OUTLINE

TOGETHER

BELONGING
W E E K  F O U R   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

Introduction: Here’s a gift

1. Gifts and the purpose of the church

2. Gifts and the Holy Spirit

3. Gifts in action

Application: How can I help?
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LAUNCH

What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? Share with the group.

DISCUSS
 

“Saved people, serve people.” (Ray Galea)
 

1. How does this quote capture the essence of the gospel and God’s vision
for his people?

 
READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12.1-11

 
2. What point is Paul making in 1 Corinthians 12.1-6? Why is this important in
a discussion of spiritual gifts?

3. What is the purpose of gifts according to 1 Corinthians 12.7? What is at
stake when people don’t understand this?

4. In Ephesians 4.16 , what is the ultimate purpose of people using their
gifts? What does this mean in practice for us as a church?

 
5. In light of what we have learnt about gifts, how would you make a decision
about whether to serve in a ministry that you are gifted at versus a ministry
need at St James? 
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W E E K  F O U R

GROWTH GROUP



APPLY

S – Spiritual gifts: “How has God gifted you?”

H – Heart: “What do you love to do? What are you passionate about?”

A – Abilities: “What natural abilities or talents were you born with?”

P – Personality: “How will your unique personality impact your ministry?”

E – Experiences: “How can your experiences, both good and bad, be
used to help others?”

Use this “Shape Model” tool to work out what your gifts might be:
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MONDAY • 1 Corinthians 12.1-31
Reflect on yesterday’s sermon passage.
How can you use your gifts, skills and
passions to serve God’s church, St
James?

TUESDAY • 1 Corinthians 12.3-11
How does knowing who God is shape the
way we understand gifts in His church?

WEDNESDAY • 1 Corinthians 12.12-20
How do gifts shape our relationships
with each other? What part do you have
to play in this?

THURSDAY • 1 Corinthians 12.21-31
What parts of the body at St James do
we not honour or honour too highly?
How do we change that?

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
 

Eternal God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, is now exalted Lord of all, 
and pours out his gifts upon the church:

Grant it that unity which only your Spirit can give, keep us in the
bond of peace, 

And bring all creation to worship before your throne;
through Jesus Christ our redeemer.

Amen.

DEVOTIONS
W E E K  F O U R
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FRIDAY • 1 Corinthians 13.1-13
This familiar passage talks about how
our community at St James can show
love to each other.
What areas of love do you need to grow
in as your serve your family here?

SATURDAY • 1 Corinthians 11.2-16 
Reflect on the passage for the Bible
reading at church tomorrow.
How do we apply the principles in the
Corinthian church to our life together at
St James?

SUNDAY • Revelation 2.18-29
What are the encouragements and
warnings to God’s church in Thyatira?
What do we need to hear as God’s
church at Croydon?



BIBLE READING • 1 Corinthians 11.2-16
SERMON OUTLINE

IN THE GATHERING

BELONGING
W E E K  F I V E   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

Introduction: Who is church for?

1. People

2. Purposes & Principles

3. In practice: preaching & service components

Application: ‘If it ain’t broke?’
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LAUNCH

What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? Share with the group.

DISCUSS
 

"When we come together our intentions and actions
need to be shaped by God’s purpose in drawing us together.

Every time we meet, we need to be reminded of the basis
of our relationship with God and with one another.

Every gathering should be gospel-shaped." 
(David Peterson)

1. What adjustments can you suggest for our church gatherings to be better
‘gospel-shaped gatherings’ and express biblical principles?
How can we be more understandable for outsiders without abandoning the
other priorities in meeting together?

2. Read Colossians 3.16-17. How well do our gatherings align with this
vision of fellowship?

3. Read Corinthians 11.2-16. What are some of the cultural difference we
perceive as we read this passage? What principles from this passage might
apply to our church context?
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W E E K  F I V E

GROWTH GROUP



APPLY

‘Teaching, in other words, is a different exercise today from what it
was in Paul’s day. I think it is an open question whether in our day Paul

would have forbidden a woman to teach from the Bible.’ (J. I. Packer)
 

4. What do you think of the suggestion that the New Testament situation    
 in which women were not allowed to teach does not directly apply to us?

5. What other parts of the Bible do we need to consider as we have
conversations about this topic? 
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MONDAY • 1 Corinthians 11.2-16
Reflect on yesterday’s sermon passage.
What can we do at St James to be
culturally appropriate to the community
around us?

TUESDAY • 1 Corinthians 14.18-25
What do we learn about what we do at
church and how we should shape things
for visitors and unbelievers?

WEDNESDAY • 1 Corinthians 14.26-40
What are the principles we find in this
passage about how the church can be
built up?

THURSDAY • Colossians 3.15-17
How do we encourage each other when
we meet together?  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
 

God of mercy, you are full of tenderness and compassion,
Slow to anger, rich in mercy, and always ready to forgive:

Grant us grace to renounce all evil and cling to Christ,
That in every way we may prove to be your loving children;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

DEVOTIONS
W E E K  F I V E
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FRIDAY • Hebrews 10.19-25
What marks us as God’s church?
Why is meeting together so important?

SATURDAY • 1 Corinthians 11.17-34
Reflect on the passage for the Bible
reading at church tomorrow. What is the
role of the Lord’s supper in our church life?

SUNDAY • Revelation 3.1-6
What are the encouragements and
warnings to God’s church in Sardis? What
do we need to hear as God’s church at
Croydon?



BIBLE READING • 1 Corinthians 11.17-34
SERMON OUTLINE

AT THE TABLE

BELONGING
W E E K  S I X   •   W H A T  C H U R C H  M E A N S

Introduction: Church at its weirdest

1. The Lord’s Supper in the Bible: problem and solution

2. The Lord’s Supper in a church service

Application: The Lord’s Supper at St James
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LAUNCH

What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon? Share with the group.

DISCUSS
  

‘Giving thanks for the bread and the cup,
then eating and drinking together in remembrance

of what Jesus said and did for us,
is a way of expressing our common participation

in the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice.’ (Common Prayer)

1. How do you understand the role of the Lord’s Supper in our church life?
 

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 11.17-34

2. What part was Paul hoping the Lord’s Supper would play in the life of the
church at Corinth?

3. What are some of the dangers to the Lord’s Supper that the Corinthians
experience (vs 20-22)?

4. From the context what might it mean to drink judgement on themselves
(vs 29)?
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W E E K  S I X

GROWTH GROUP



APPLY

What different aspects of the truth behind the Supper are emphasised
by the different approaches?
What are the strengths and weaknesses of the different approaches?

    ‘The Lord’s Supper, which is the church’s fellowship meal on earth,
is also a foretaste of the heavenly feast.’ (John Stott)

5. How does the way we do the Lord’s Supper compare with previous church
experiences you’ve had?

6. Why could a Lord’s Supper week at church be the ideal day for an outsider
to visit?
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FRIDAY • Acts 2.42-47
As you reflect on our series on the
church, what important aspects of
church life do we see lived out in this
passage?
How can we continue to grow as God’s
church in Croydon and reflect this
passage in our community life?

SATURDAY • Colossians 1.3-14 
Reflect on the passage for the Bible
Reading at church tomorrow.
What are we to be thankful for?

SUNDAY • Revelation 3.7-13
What are the encouragements and
warnings to God’s church in
Philadelphia? What do we need to hear
as God’s church at Croydon?

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
 

Almighty God, whose Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
is the light of the world:

May your people, illuminated by your word and sacraments,
Shine with the radiance of his glory, that we may be known,

worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

DEVOTIONS
W E E K  S I X
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MONDAY • 1 Corinthians 11.17-34
Reflect on yesterday’s sermon passage.
What do we symbolise about the gospel
as we take the Lord’s Supper together?

TUESDAY • Luke 22.7-23
Read about the first Lord’s Supper.
What does Jesus teach about why this
practice will be important in the future?

WEDNESDAY •  John 6.53-59
How does the Lord’s Supper allow us to
enact our relationship with Jesus?

THURSDAY • Revelation 19.5-9
What does the Lord’s Supper point
forward to?
How can that encourage us as we take
the Lord’s supper each month?



WHEN CHURCHES FAIL

Visit stjamescroydon.org.au/whatchurchmeans
for a few resources that may be useful to you. 
The topic and experience of church can be painful
for a number of reasons.

Everyone deserves to feel safe.
While we should approach interpersonal hurt with
humility, abuse in the church community should not be
tolerated. The ministry staff are committed to cultivating
safety within the St James community.

IIf abuse related to church community has impacted you
in some way, we stand with you. If you are experiencing
abuse now, please talk to someone at St James that you
trust. If you have serious concerns about the behaviour
of a staff member, call the Sydney Anglican Professional
Standards Unit on 9265 1604.



stjamescroydon.org.au
Phone: 02 9798 6102 | Email: office@stjamescroydon.org.au

 2 Highbury St Croydon, NSW, 2132

THIS BELONGS TO:


