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I N T R O D U C T I O N

“See, I will create new heavens
and a new earth.
The former things will not be
remembered, nor will they 
come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever
in what I will create,
for I will create Jerusalem to 
be a delight and its people a joy.
I will rejoice over Jerusalem and
take delight in my people;
the sound of weeping and of
crying will be heard in it no
more.”

Isaiah 65: 17-19

Adrien Seignoux



10 songs to shape your week 

Growing Believer’s Minister
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I delight greatly
in the Lord;

my soul rejoices
in my God.

For he has
clothed me with
garments of
salvation

and arrayed 
me in a robe 

of his
righteousness.

- Isaiah 61:10 -



I S A I A H  5 2 : 1 3 - 5 3 : 1 2  
T h e  G l o r i o u s  S u f f e r i n g  S e r v a n t :

Ca r o l i n e  And r ew s ,  G r ow i ng  Be l i e v e r s ’  M in i s t e r  

Are you often surprised about how God

works? In your life? In the world. God’s

will is so often different from what we

expect and perhaps no more so than in

the death and resurrection of Jesus. In

that moment salvation comes to all the

earth through the death of one who

was prepared to sacrifice his life for

ours. Victory comes through pain and

suffering. Love is seen and known

through a willingness to bear

punishment on behalf of others.

Today we start in the final section of

the book of Isaiah written about 700

years before the birth of Jesus. God’s

people have persisted in turning from

him and they desperately need a

Saviour. They need a new king; they

need a new way and they need release

and victory from sin.

God’s unexpected solution will be to

send a servant who will be despised

and rejected, crushed, and cut off,

killed and punished to bring about

peace and healing for his people. But is

also a message of hope for the servant

will see the light of life and he will

know vindication and glory.

In this prophecy so long before Jesus

we see God’s faithful commitment to

us, his desire to secure salvation for all

and that his servant will lay down his

life for his people. “He himself bore our

sins” in his body on the cross, so that we

might die to sins and live for

righteousness; “by his wounds you have

been healed.” 

1 Peter 2:24 

CONSIDER: 
How will you live today reflecting Jesus’

sacrifice for you? How might you die to

sin and live for righteousness?

PRAYER: 
Pray that God may help you in

September to build regular habits of

reading his word and that our love for

Jesus may grow as we seek him and

find him.
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I S A I A H  5 6 : 1 - 8  
G o d ’ s  s a l v a t i o n  o v e r f l o w s :  

M i ch a e l  F i g u e i r a ,  S t uden t  M in i s t e r

Have you paused to marvel at the kinds

of people that God saves? Those in our

own church? Our families? Our friends?

Or even the body of believers around

the world? God has saved and

continues to save people from all walks

of life. He continues to gather and

embrace a rich diversity of people from

the domain of darkness into the

kingdom of his Son.

Today’s passage considers the way that

God extends his promise of salvation to

eunuchs and foreigners. These were

groups that were considered outcasts

and unworthy of God’s concern. For

example, it says in Deuteronomy 23:1,

eunuchs were forbidden from the

assembly of the Lord. However, in Isaiah

56, these groups are not excluded. In

fact, there is a spilling over of God’s

promises of salvation to all kinds of

people which embraces eunuchs and

foreigners. God’s house will be a house

of prayer for all nations!

Yet notice that these are not just any

eunuchs and foreigners. But rather,

eunuchs and foreigners that keep the

Sabbath and hold fast to the covenant.

By doing these things, they testify to

the heart and faith commitment they

have already made with God.

So likewise, for us, God’s promise of

salvation has come to all kinds of

people in Jesus. Each previous

individual with their own story has

been transformed by the gospel.

“Salvation is found in no one else, for

there is no other name under heaven

given to mankind by which we must be

saved.” Acts 4:12

CONSIDER: 
How did God work in your life to bring

you to salvation in his Son?

PRAYER: 
Pray in thanks that God has saved and

continues to save all kinds of people.

Pray for someone who is need of God’s

salvation found in Jesus.
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I S A I A H  5 9 : 1 - 2 1
S i n ,  C o n f e s s i o n  a n d  R e d e m p t i o n :  

A l  L u k ab y o ,  S en i o r  M in i s t e r

As a schoolboy I had one teacher who

was particularly cranky. I remember

hearing him yelling at a class on the

other side of the door, and thinking,

‘Thank goodness it’s not me he’s angry

with!’

I have similar thoughts about God’s

outrage at wickedness in Isaiah. ‘Their

deeds are evil deeds’, he says, ‘They are

swift to shed innocent blood’. I remind

myself that these words were said 700

years before Jesus was born, to a

particular nation. ‘Thank goodness he’s

not saying that about me!’

And yet this feels suspiciously familiar

for Christians. God can save, but the

people’s sin has become a barrier (v 1-

2). We’re reminded how horrible sin is,

before Isaiah confesses it to God (v 12-

14). Finally God himself enters the mess

to bring justice (v 16-19). Ultimately he is

a redeemer to repentant people, and

he gives them his Spirit and covenant

promise (v. 20-21).

Soberingly, Paul uses this very Isaiah

passage to demonstrate my need for a

redeemer (Romans 3.15-17). These

things are true of us all, he says, for ‘all

have sinned and fall short of the glory

of God, and all are justified

freely by his grace through the

redemption that came by Christ Jesus’

(Romans 3.23-24).

In truth, when God pronounces

judgement on sin, he is saying it about

me! But through Jesus’ death he goes

on to pronounce redemption,

justification and the Holy Spirit for all

who will repent.

CONSIDER: 
How might my life change if I was as

outraged about my sin as God is? How

can I apply this pattern of outrage,

confession, repentance and redemption

to keep growing in godliness today?

PRAYER: 
Pray that God would help you to see

things more and more as he sees them.

Rejoice in him that ‘all have sinned and

fall short of the glory of God, and all are

justified freely by his grace through the

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.’
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Jordan Milburn - Isaiah 60:1-14 
"See, darkness covers the earth and thick

darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises
upon you and his glory appears over you”. In a

world filled with competing powers and unrest,
God’s light drawing all people to the shining city

of Zion offers hope.



I S A I A H  6 0 : 1 - 1 4  
L o v e  a n d  p a t i e n c e :  

Ad r i e n  S e i g nou x ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n .

Before becoming a Christian, I had a

great pride in my career, my

achievements and worshipped my past

amazing travels and work experience. I

rejected and avoided negativity and

filled the void in my life with “Happy

experiences” or “material fulfilments”. I

felt my career and way of life was a part

of my identity. 

 

Nine years ago, I started a new journey

in Australia, I began to accept God into

my heart. I stepped back from my

career as my English was far from

perfect, and my qualification was not

recognised in Australia. But during this

time, I longed to know more about

Jesus, to understand the Gospel and

experience Christian fellowship for the

first time. God´s nos slowly guided me

to a better path. This was a path where

I slowly accepted my lack of control

and embraced God´s love, a path where

I loved to listen to people stories and

study the Bible. It´s an ongoing journey

but my faith made me more resilient, I

can endure difficult situations knowing

that I´m not alone and I can find

meaning in them, knowing that God is

working them together for our good

(Roman 8:28). 

As time goes by it is becoming easier

for me to share my feelings and be

more vulnerable, it is easier for me to

drop the shield and be bold and honest

and also share my about my struggles. I

find Isaiah very encouraging as even

when our world is a very dark place God

will fulfill all his promises and all the

nations of the earth will be attracted to

the light from my career 

CONSIDER: 
As I read God´s promises, I long for their

fulfilment, but I must be patient and

wait for God´s timing. 

PRAYER: 
Lord, give me the strength to wait upon

Your promises. Help me to stay patient

when the end goal seems so far out of

reach. Amen. 
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I S A I A H  6 1 : 1 - 1 1
E m b r a c e  G o d ’ s  F a v o u r :

Ke l l y  L ew i s ,  a  membe r  o f  t h e  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

Our world has rapidly changed in the

last 18 months during the global

pandemic. Given how we get

bombarded with news coverage of

rising COVID cases daily and ever-

changing rules, it is very difficult not to

worry about what this means for

yourself and your loved ones. Worry and

anxiety can be common responses to

life’s many challenges but when it takes

over our whole world, it can leave us

feeling very distressed and

apprehensive as we think about worst

case scenarios. What is becoming clear

as we face ‘the groundhog day

experience’ is that the current situation

is outside of our control. 

In Isaiah 61:1-11, we read God’s promise

of healing and restoration to the

Israelites returning from their captivity.

This was the promise of better times

ahead with the coming Messiah

changing them from the inside and

clothing them with new clothes of

salvation and righteousness – a new

name and a new hope. In Luke Chapter

4, Jesus quotes from Isaiah 61 in the

synagogue at Nazareth telling his home

town that this Scripture is fulfilled in

Him. God’s promise of healing and

restoration is ultimately fulfilled in

Jesus. Whatever our current 

circumstances, our real deliverance

always remains in Jesus. COVID will

pass but Jesus continues to be our

ultimate comfort and hope. This

promise of Jesus is our hope in the

present and is far greater than the

return of the Jews from exile or our

deliverance from our present sufferings

CONSIDER: 
How will you embrace God’s favour at

this time of global uncertainty?

PRAYER: 
Pray that God will help you to fix your

eyes on Jesus who is the author and

perfector of our faith and that our worry

and anxiety will diminish as we put our

confidence and hope in Jesus. 

Bethany Abbottsmith - Isaiah 61: 1
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I S A I A H  6 3 : 7 - 1 9  
P r a i s e  a n d  P r a y e r  i n  D i f f i c u l t  D a y s :

Pa t  T a y l o r ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

My first reaction to being asked to write

a devotional on this passage was: “Um . .

I’m no theologian”. What a stupid

response. The Bible is not just for

theologians, it’s for all of us. So I asked

God to speak to me personally through

the passage.

First reaction – that Isaiah could have

been written yesterday, give the

present state of our world. But then

came the personal hit.

The day I write this follows probably

one of the worst nights I’ve had for a

long time. Before my head hit the

pillow (for the first of many times)

Philip and I prayed that God would

relieve me from the leg spasms that,

despite all recommended treatment,

have been keeping me awake for

months. Then followed the worst night.

Lots of spasms, lots of pain. In the

middle of the night I felt as though (vs.

10b) God had “turned and become my

enemy!” Ever felt like that?

Then as I read vs. 11, I remembered a

Bible study I took part in some years

ago. “Experiencing God” by Henry

Blackaby. We were encouraged to

spend time thinking through all our

blessings from God in our lives as far

back as we could and to write them

down, and share them with each other.

Most of us ran out of paper. We were

“recalling the days of old ..”

remembering God’s faithfulness to us.

(vs.1) Not far into our lists we found our

hearts completely turning around from

complaint, doubt, uncertainty, and

feelings of having been deserted, to

repentance, praise and thanks. It was

time for me to do this again. 

CONSIDER: 
Take time today to write your own list. 

 You might even like to share the

exercise with someone else, and do it

together.

PRAYER: 
That your mind might shift from

confusion and abonnement to the

faithfulness of God and His promises to

you, allow Him to show you where

repentance may be necessary, and

glorify Him with your praise and thanks.  
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Georgia Wyatt - Isaiah 63:7-19 
Even when it seems that God has turned his back

on us we are still his children and know of his
great love.



I S A I A H  6 4 : 1 - 1 2   
T h e  P o t t e r  a n d  h i s  c l a y :

My l e s  E l t o n ,  D i s c i p l i n g  t h e  Young  M in i s t e r .

Yet you, Lord, are our Father.

   We are the clay, you are the potter;

   we are all the work of your hand.

This passage is filled with images of the

power and strength of the Lord and the

action of God in his people. 

The mountains tremble before the Lord

and enemies are consumed like fire on

twigs ablaze.  The direction of this

power is turned in anger towards sin.

Anger towards the unclean nature of

the people such that even when they

do right things they are tainted like

filthy rags.  Then the most painful line

that God has given his people over to

their sins (7).  A relationship of painful

distance. 

Then a change of tone. A change to a

tone of intimacy in relationship. The

Lord for whom the mountains tremble

is the Father of his people. A beautiful

image that gets full expression in Jesus

as God’s son and then us being

adopted as his children. The

relationship is described further as the

clay to the potter. The image captures

the shaping and molding of God’s

people. He is the artist and they are the

masterpiece. That as his people we are

the work of his hands. An image that

gets taken up further by the indwelling

of the Holy Spirit as he molds us into

the image of the glorious Son (2

Corinthians 3.18). 

Sin is evil and creates distance. God has

come near as our father and our potter.

The mighty one for whom mountains

tremble is molding and shaping us his

people. May we entrust ourselves to his

artistic work of shaping us for his glory

and purposes. 

CONSIDER: 
What is the potter moulding you to be

and do for his glory? 

PRAYER: 
That the Holy Spirit would be at work in

us – shaping us and molding us for the

work of glorifying our Father  
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Hilary Sandeman - Isaiah 65
"The contrast"



I S A I A H  6 5 : 1 - 1 6
A  G o d  o f  p e r f e c t  l o v e  a n d  j u s t i c e :

N i amh  F r i e l ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n .

You’re a CEO in charge of a large

organization. Business seems to be

going well but your employees are

difficult. You hand picked them, taught

them, guided them and responded to

their needs. Yet you find them working

for their own good, they’re selfish,

disregard your wisdom and leave to join

other companies. They only come to

you in moments of desperation. How

would you respond? How would you

deal with such a people? Do you start

over? 

Often the God of the Old Testament is

attributed to being harsh, cruel and

vindictive, a God who judges from high

above. However, when we read His

word we find and are confronted by a

God who is near, not far. Who is

powerful and personal. He knows His

people intimately and sees the depths

of their hearts. He is a God who holds,

in perfect tension, love, mercy and

justice. 

In the first half of Isaiah 65, God sees

the evil of His people and their

defiance. His people who are to be set

apart from the nations around them,

have become undisguisable from other

God-less peoples. This angers and

sadness God their creator and

 first love (vs 2). How would you respond

in such a moment? In anger? With

punishment? God sees the wickedness

of His people and shows mercy. He

reveals the salvation of a remnant

(verses 8-10), a faithful people for

Himself. Yet because God is love, He

does not leave the wicked unpunished.

In verses 13-16 we see the interplay

between perfect love, mercy and

justice. 

CONSIDER: 
Re-read Isaiah 65:1-16 through the lens

of God’s love justice and mercy. How

can you display God’s love to those in

your life?

PRAYER: 
Merciful Father and Holy God, we thank

you for your perfect love and justice.

Thank you that you showed mercy to

me, an obstinate person walking in my

own ways, and brought me to you.

Amen.
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I S A I A H  6 5 : 1 7 - 2 5
N e w  h e a v e n s  a n d  a  n e w  e a r t h :

Ph i l l i p  Mug r i d g e ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n .

Do you ever find yourself longing for a

different world? For a different set of

circumstances? God tells us that this

world is not all that there is. Not only

that, but the “former things” will not

even be remembered; God’s new

heavens and new earth are so

wonderful that we his people will not

even call them to mind.

Everywhere in every culture, a common

experience is pain, a common emotion

sadness, a common experience crying.

But in God’s new world, “the sound of

weeping and of crying will be heard in

it no more” (v19). Not only will God’s

people “be glad and rejoice for ever” in

what God creates (v18), but, remarkably,

God too will “rejoice in Jerusalem and

take delight in my people” (v19). We will

rejoice, because God will rejoice.

There is so much death – premature

death – in the world. Everywhere in

every family, death – both expected and

unexpected – brings great separation

and great pain. Some of us have

recently or are now feeling this acutely.

But in God’s new world this will never

happen again (v20). Jesus rose to new,

incorruptible life, and so will we.

There is so much injustice in the world.

Greed, corruption and a desire for

control lead to the taking away of

people’s livelihoods. The fruit of

people’s hands is taken away from

them. Many of us have experienced or

know a friend or family member who

has experienced financial hardship

because of this. But in God’s new world

this will no longer happen (v22). Jesus

suffered injustice so that we will enjoy

perfect justice.

CONSIDER: 
How can you long for God’s new world

today? How can you not put your hope

in this world to bring happiness, life

and justice, but rather hope in God’s

promise of a new world?

PRAYER: 
Praise God for his promise of a new

world, and for his faithfulness. Thank

God for saving you into this new world

through Jesus. Pray for a new-world

outlook and hope.
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I S A I A H  6 6 : 1 - 1 1
H o p e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  f e a r  t h e  L o r d :

S t ewa r t  Tu r n e r ,  a  membe r  o f  t h e  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

"This is what the Lord says!" Yes, the

Lord speaks. He spoke and his words

brought all creation into being. He

spoke to his people at various times

through the prophets, including the

prophet Isaiah some 2700 years ago. He

speaks to his people today (Heb 1:1-3).

Who is the Lord who speaks? He is the

sovereign Lord, ruling over all creation

(66:1-2). Who are his people, to whom

he speaks? Those who are humble and

contrite (repentant). Those who

tremble at his word (66:2). Those who

have a reverent fear of the Lord.

What did the Lord have to say to his

people through the prophet Isaiah? In

this final part of the prophecy, the Lord

delivers a message of hope, of joy and

of great comfort (66:7-11). He promises a

new Jerusalem and a new kingdom.

One that they do not have to build (or

rebuild). One that comes suddenly,

delivered by the Lord. It will be a time

for the people of the Lord to rejoice

greatly. A time when their mourning

will cease. A time when they will be

comforted and be deeply satisfied as

they dwell with the Lord, in his holy

city.

This message of hope is for us, his

people today, as well.We are already 

receiving this kingdom (Heb 12:22-28)

and look forward to entering into the

new Jerusalem to dwell with the Lord

and the Lamb when this promise is

finally fulfilled (Rev 21).

CONSIDER: 
Do you fear the Lord and tremble at his

word? Or are you merely going through

the motions of religious activity (66:3-

4)? Do you put your hope in the new

creation to come or does your hope

falsely lie in the things of this earth that

surround us now?

PRAYER: 
Praise the sovereign, holy and merciful

Lord. Humble yourself before him,

confess your sins and repent of them.

Ask the Lord to help you set your eyes

on Jesus and on the things above, to

put your hope in them.

Page 17



Amelia Jang - Isaiah 66: 12-16
The Lord will rebuke his people whilst also
showing peace and comfort to those who 

are repentant.



I S A I A H  6 6 : 1 2 - 2 4    
C o m f o r t  a n d  H o p e :

I a n  Hammond ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  9 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

As Isaiah concludes, we are encouraged

by images of God’s great love for us.

What do you find encouraging in this

passage?

What do you find comforting in times

of stress? I certainly notice that my

intake of unhealthy snacks goes up

during stressful work periods. The local

community Facebook page has

lightened up with excitement for the

opening of the new Adora handmade

chocolate shop at the Strand. Just next

to the dentist. How convenient in the

middle of a lockdown!

God is our source of peace and

fulfillment. 

God will comfort us like a mother

comforts a child. What an amazing

image of our loving God. 

God’s judgement of all will mean

defeat of those who have rebelled

against God. All will see the Glory of

God in the end and God’s enemies will

be destroyed.

God will make the new heavens and

the new earth endure and so will we!

Jesus promises eternal life!

CONSIDER: 
How can you look to God for comfort in

the stresses of your day?  

PRAYER: 
Pray that we will accept God and his

promises as the source of our comfort.

Pray for our friends and family who are

struggling with burdens. How can we

encourage them to be comforted by

God?

Page 19



Erin Elton - Matthew 1:1-17 



M A T T H E W  1 : 1 - 1 7        
T h e  p r o m i s e s  o f  G o d :

E r i n  E l t o n ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  9 am  &  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n s .

You might be thinking about skipping

or skimming today’s reading. You’ve

just opened your Bible and seen that

huge list. It reminds you of last

Christmas listening to Uncle Basil

telling you that you’re the 7th cousin 4

times removed from George Bush.

Here’s why you should read this

passage slowly, carefully and with

depth. 

All human lives are a blip on the radar

of history. We are a momentary puff of

air in comparison to God. But, God has

written down these names and

counted these generations. He gives

dignity to these puffs of air. Dignity to

three foreign women (did you notice

them?) Dignity to sinners, broken and

flawed.

God is patient. The Lord of All could

have told his story in a millisecond.

He could say and declare it with the full

might of his majesty. And yet, he takes

time. He weaves his story through the

stories of those he has created. His

strong beautiful melody with our

harmony, at times dissonant or out of

time. God tells his story through his

people so that we might know Him, the

one who became one of us. 

In 14 generations to Abraham he says 

I promise to make you mine

14 again to David 

I promise to come as one of yours

For 14 till Jesus he says 

I promise to set you free

And with Jesus he promises 

I will bring you to me forever.

CONSIDER: 
So get back to that passage and read

slowly. Follow the cross referenced

passages. Learn those names and

stories. See our patient promising God. 

PRAYER: 
Pray for patience today as you trust in

the promises of God and live as one of

his children.
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M A T T H E W  1 : 1 8 - 2 5       
O r d i n a r y  p e o p l e ,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  G o d :

Ed  F a l l s ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n .

If you were to write a story about the

powerful God of the universe coming

into the world and taking on human

form to carry out his plan for salvation,

how would it go? Would it feature a

Nazarene carpenter who’s just trying to

get by, and poor young woman thrown

into public shame for bearing a child

outside of marriage?

Mary and Joseph are some of the most

well known characters in the Bible, but

after these eight verses, their mentions

in the Bible drop off and we don’t hear

much more about them. Joseph’s wise

and faithful response to the angel of

the Lord and his obedience to God’s

command is his one and only time to

shine. After this, he is only mentioned

until Jesus is 12 years old and is then

never mentioned again in the Bible. 

The otherwise unimpressive nature of

Mary and Joseph reminds us that God

chooses normal, every day people to do

his life-saving work. God uses his very

ordinary people to bring about his

extraordinary plan.

Fast-forward thousands of years, and

the same God is using the same

ordinary people in his narrative – using

us, just like he used Mary and

Joseph. He’s using us to continue the

story and to share the great news of his

saving work on the cross with Croydon,

with Sydney and with the world.

CONSIDER: 
How does knowing that God is working

through you to continue his story

change your day today? When you

jump on Zoom for tenth time today, or

home school your kids or celebrate

getting out of bed, how can you be

thinking about the extraordinary plans

God has for your seemingly ordinary

actions and daily routine?  

PRAYER: 
We may feel like pretty ordinary people

in a pretty ordinary situation, but give

thanks to the Lord for his marvelous

plans that use ordinary people to bring

about his extraordinary plan of

redemption for the world. 
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M A T T H E W  2 : 1 - 1 2
G i f t s  f o r  a  k i n g :

Ca r o l i n e  And r ew s ,  G r ow i ng  Be l i e v e r s ’  M in i s t e r  

As we watch the fall of Kabul on our

news each night, we are so aware of the

political machinations that are played

out between governments and powers.

Into a very similar situation a baby was

born, and not just any baby but the

king of the Jews.

We know the story of the visit of the

Magi as a fun chapter in the Christmas

nativity play but it is a much darker

story. A political story of a half Jewish

King who ruled with an iron fist and

who destroyed his enemies with a

vengeance. A story about who has the

right to be king of God’s people. Into

this context the son of God is born a

baby entrusted to a young couple who

must protect him from King Herod

bent on his destruction. Jesus was

familiar right from the start of his life

with political unrest, the experience of

being a refugee and living in a foreign

land in order to stay alive.

Jesus would be the king of his people,

the Jews but also the king of all the

world including foreign magicians and

philosophers who sought him at his

birth. As a baby he received the gifts fit

for a king and in his death, he received

another crown as he died charged with 

being a false king. What a king we have,

one who is acquainted with unrest,

struggle and suffering and through this

life becomes king not just of the Jews

but of all the world. 

Consider: 
How does Jesus’ experience of life

shape his kingship? How does Jesus' life

makes sense of suffering and grief in

our lives? 

PRAYER: 
Praise the king of all the world, Jesus

who demands worship from kings and

all people.  

Deb Hammond - Matthew 2:1-23
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Phoebe Hathway - Matthew 2:13- 23 
... and so was fulfilled what the Lord had 

said through the prophet.



M A T T H E W  2 : 1 3 - 2 3
G o d  w o r k i n g  t o  s a v e !

L a u r y n  L im  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n .

Jesus has been born, and as readers in

our context, we already feel sure of

what this means - the long-awaited

Saviour has entered the world! So

sometimes it’s strange to put ourselves

in the shoes of those from that time.

How does the birth of this baby appear

different to any other? 

What strikes me is the running

commentary within these verses. It

goes to the effect of “and that

happened which actually fulfills this

part of Scripture” – God’s son would

come out of Egypt (v. 15), he would be

called a Nazarene (v. 23), and there

would be “weeping and great

mourning” over the horrific killing of

children (v. 18). In my mind, these are

like some of the breadcrumbs along

the trail which points to Jesus’ true

identity.

These fulfillments of Scripture are more

than any mere coincidences. We are

seeing the work of a God who is

enacting his plan to save humanity, a

plan he has had since the very

beginning. And he not only works to

save us from the chaos and horror that

sin brings, he works amongst it. 

God is deliberately carrying out his plan

every step along the way, even when it

might not look like it. 

CONSIDER: 
How can you trust God is working to

save, even amongst the chaos and

horror we encounter daily? How do you

find joy and comfort in the fact that he

already has, in sending his Son?  

PRAYER: 
That we would trust God and his work

in the world, as we dwell on who 

Jesus is.   
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Tobias Buckley 



M A T T H E W  3 : 1 - 1 7
U p s i d e - d o w n  l i v e s ? :

S am  Au s t i n ,  A s s i s t a n t  y ou t h  min i s t e r .

Do you even feel that living as a

Christian is like living upside-down? I

do. Not all the time. But during the

weeks and months and years of

everyday life I see how the way I live

can be very different to the world

around me. Different to some of my

friends. Living differently, with different

priorities, loves, ideas, and habits can

feel like living upside-down. 

Today’s passage feels a bit upside-

down.  We meet John. John isn’t some

celebrity preacher. He’s this dirty

desert-dweller with a questionable diet

and a sassy attitude (v4-10). Quite

unexpected. The Pharisees and

Sadducees, the really impressive people

in Israel, get a stern talking to from

John about their inner pride and

hypocrisy (v7-10). Then Jesus, Son of

God Jesus, insists that he need to be

baptised by John, not the other way

around (v15). What’s going on?

I think this passage is a great

encouragement to see the world as it

really is and to see our Christian lives as

they really are. It’s the rest of the world

that is upside-down. Following God,

even when it feels out of step with

reality, is the way life is meant to be! 

Heaven has come near and is

accessible to us. God’s people are often

weird like John. Our hearts do

ultimately matter more than looking or

appearing impressive on the outside.

And of course, our role model in this is

Jesus. Jesus, the Son of God, who was

baptised by a sinful man. It seems

upside-down. Or maybe it’s the rest of

the world that’s upside down. Maybe

this is who our God is. A God who

shows us how the world truly works.

CONSIDER: 
When are you tempted to conform to

the way the world seems to work rather

than the upside down way of God?

PRAYER: 
Heavenly Father. Thank you that you

have revealed how the world truly

works to us. I’m sorry for when I fall

back in step with the world. Help to

trust your ways even when I’m

doubting. Amen  
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Amy Warner - Matthew 4:1-11 
The Lord has been calling me my whole life. I felt

him in the desert years ago, but it wasn’t my time
to know him yet. I have tried to live on bread

alone and found life was empty without the Lord.
I am in awe of his love for us, for me. For he came
down to know our every human suffering, to bear
those pains with us, and he conquered them all. 



M A T T H E W  4 : 1 - 1 1
T h e  l i g h t  h a s  d a w n e d :

Ka t i e  Mug r i d g e ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n

Jesus is about to begin his ministry and

start his mission to save the world. But

before he does, in today’s passage,

Jesus is led out into the wilderness to

be tempted by the devil as the voice

from heaven “This is my Son, whom I

love; with him I am well pleased.” (3:15)

is challenged by a voice from hell.

As Jesus’ identity is further confirmed,

we learn about his faithfulness to do

what the nation of Israel could not do

when it was tested in the wilderness for

40 years. Testing Jesus, the devil or

tempter repeatedly challenges Jesus to

take advantage of his identity: “If you

are the Son of God then…” Jesus refuses

to listen to the voice of the devil;

instead, each time he is tempted, Jesus

responds with “For it is written...” as he

listens to God’s voice and quotes from

Deuteronomy 6-8 in the Old Testament.

This shows not only that Jesus was

armed with Scripture to fight

temptation, but also that his

understanding of greatness is radically

different to that of the devil. While the

devil seeks comfort, praise and power

in his attempts to manipulate Jesus to

obey his commands, Jesus is secure in

his identity as the beloved Son of his

Father.  

Through each of these temptations,

Jesus is shown to be faithful where

Israel was unfaithful. He passes where

Israel failed. 

CONSIDER: 
In what ways does Jesus succeed where

Israel failed? How might a knowledge

of Jesus’ righteousness and faithfulness

strengthen your trust in him as your

Saviour?

PRAYER: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your

name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us

today our daily bread. Forgive us our

sins, as we have forgiven those who sin

against us. Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power and the glory are

yours, now and forever. Amen
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Matthew 4:12-25



M A T T H E W  4 : 1 2 - 2 5
T h e  l i g h t  h a s  d a w n e d :

Ke v i n  She r a c k ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n

What is the greatest problem

confronting our world today? Climate

change, human rights, nuclear

disarmament, poverty, inequality or

even the current pandemic are just a

few which come to mind. And all these

issues need to be addressed. Yet here in

the gospel we read of a people living in

darkness and of a land over which the

shadow of death cast its gloomy pall.

Sin was the greatest problem in the

land and herein lies our greatest

problem—namely, the reality of sin in

the life of every person.

However, with the advent of Christ the

Messiah the light of truth and

righteousness had dawned over the

land.  The kingdom of heaven was

brought into the midst of the people

with its promise of forgiveness and

cleansing from sin. The relationship

between God and the people once

severed by sin could now be restored. 

Yet entrance to the kingdom of heaven,

then and now, requires a repentance

that rejects sin and embraces Christ by

faith. Indeed, this repentance was the

centrepiece of the preaching of John

the Baptist and Jesus and with it we

inherit the many spiritual blessings and

privileges of God’s kingdom. It seems

 that the early disciples had at least a

glimpse of the gravity of Jesus’ message

and mission. When called by Jesus to

follow him, they at once left their

fishing nets and immediately followed

him. 

Jesus is mighty to forgive and save all

who repent. The preaching and healing

ministry of Jesus found in this passage

all demonstrate his sovereign rule over

his creation and over his eternal

kingdom. They reveal his power to

deliver us from the damage done by

our fall into sin. One day, the kingdom

of heaven will have its full expression in

our complete deliverance from sin and

in the glory of a new creation in which

we will reign with Christ. Indeed, the

light has dawned! 

CONSIDER: 
Meditate upon the greatness of our

salvation. How does this strengthen

your walk with the Lord?

PRAYER: 
Pray that the people of St. James will

be given opportunities to share the

good news of the gospel with others.
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Jeri Jones Sparks - Matthew 5:1-12
"Upside Down Kingdom" with lyrics from

Resurrecting (Elevation Music, 2006)



M A T T H E W  5 : 1 - 1 2
U p s i d e - D o w n  K i n g d o m :

J e r i  J on e s  Spa r k s ,  Rea ch i n g  t h e  L o s t  min i s t e r .

This is the way of the world. We enter a

room and subconsciously order people

by our metrics. Our celebrations skew

towards good but temporary things like

degrees, marriages, and promotions.

The importance of esteem, financial

stability and bliss pull at our hearts.

If you’re Christian, you might be familiar

with this tension. We are caught

between living in the present world

and the coming kingdom. We don’t

belong here and that should free us,

right? The promise of home ownership

should dull if we remember we are just

travelers pitching tents, right? The urge

to work late again or party too hard

should be quickly quashed by an

eternal perspective, right? It doesn’t

always feel that easy. 

In his famous mountain-top teaching,

Jesus flipped the script. He assigns

seemingly weak people with

importance by naming them blessed.

They are the broken-spirited, mourning,

and humble people. The people who

yearn for righteousness. Those who

show mercy, make peace, and endure

suffering for following Jesus. Are you

among these people?

This passage reminds us that the

kingdom is defined by the King who

establishes it. This ‘list’ honours the

King who exemplifies each description

in his life and death, setting the

trajectory for His followers (vs 10-12). The

kingdom of heaven is so unlike the

world because its King wore a crown of

thorns. Risen, He holds the kingdom

keys and welcomes in beggars who

have reached the end of themselves.

What does it mean to belong the

kingdom of heaven? It is more than

following a flipped set of values, but

about belonging to the King Himself. 

CONSIDER: 
Read the passage again and consider

how Jesus demonstrates each

description. How does your allegiance

with the King challenge who you

consider important and what it means

to be blessed?

PRAYER: 
That we do not loose sight of Jesus our

King and allow us to rejoice in the weak

and lowly who are important in your

kingdom. 
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M A T T H E W  5 : 1 3 - 2 0
S a l t  a n d  L i g h t :

A l e x  Au s t i n  a  membe r  o f  ou r  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

Salt is a preserving agent; it can stop

the decay in the substance it is added

to. It has a distinct flavour, not easily

removed once added. A light

illuminates it’s surroundings, and

guides us in darkness.

 In these verses Jesus tells me that I am

salt and light. So, I am to impact my

world in the same way as salt and light

- to preserve this world from decay and

to offer a way to see the truth. How do I

do this? Perhaps this means I am to be

distinct from the world around – to

have a different “flavour”. Do my

conversations, the way I do my job or

approach my marriage look or sound

any different to those of my non-

Christian friends? 

In the second half of the reading Jesus

reaffirms that he has come to fulfill the

Law, not in any way to abolish it. Even

though I know I am saved through the

blood of Jesus, I am to take the Old

Testament commandments of God

seriously. Not to earn my salvation, but

to be salt and light in this world. Have a

look at the Ten Commandments

(Exodus 20:1-17). These are the rules by

which God desired his people, the

Israelites, to live. Jesus says these laws

are still applicable to me.

By loving and respecting my parents

into their old age, by not being jealous

of the holidays, clothes and houses of

my friends, by loving my neighbours in

meaningful and practical ways and by

trusting my life into Gods’ hand’s I am

also being salt and light. This may draw

my friends and family to see Him more

clearly. And it will also bring Glory to

God.

CONSIDER: 
It is hard to be salt and light at the

moment when my life is small and

limited. How can the way I respond to

these current challenges be the salt

and light my friends need?

PRAYER: 
Thank you, Jesus, that you died for me,

to free me to be salt and light in this

world. Amen
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M A T T H E W  5 : 2 1 - 3 2
‘ B u t  I  t e l l  y o u … ’ :

A l  L u k ab y o ,  S en i o r  M in i s t e r

There’s a joke about two campers who

are confronted by a huge, ferocious

bear. As one of them turns to run, his

companion says, ‘Don’t be a fool – you

can’t outrun a bear!’ The other yells over

his shoulder, ‘I don’t have to outrun the

bear – I only have to outrun you!’

For the people who typically come to St

James, it’s not hard to compare

favourably with those around us – to

outrun our fellow campers, as it were.

Christians are more likely to fit the

cliché of law-abiding, community-

minded, honest and hard working

citizens. But we must never assess

ourselves by such low and superficial

standards.

Jesus sets out the radical Christian

standard in Matthew 5. Our conduct is

measured not against the people

around us, but God himself. If you want

to compare with others it may be

enough to ‘love those who love you’.

But if you’re a child of God you imitate

him by loving your enemies.

But how is such transformation of heart

possible? Only by the overwhelming

recollection that each of us was once

God’s enemy, and yet he loved us!

While we were God’s enemies, we were

reconciled to him through the death of

his Son’ (Romans 5.10). This gospel

changes everything.

CONSIDER: 
Where in my life am I becoming

content with superficial godliness, or

behavioural conformity? How does

God’s character, revealed in the gospel,

challenge me to live more radically as

his child?

PRAYER: 
Thank God that in him we have a

Heavenly Father who is perfect, and

who patiently grows us in his likeness.

Take a moment to bring before him

one area of your life where you know

you need to apply the gospel in

transformed living today.

Page 35



Tobias Buckley



M A T T H E W  5 : 3 3 - 4 8
K e e p i n g  I m p o s s i b l e  S t a n d a r d s :

J a n e  Hammond  a  membe r  o f  9 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

Reading these paragraphs today

presents us with a problem. It is

impossible to meet the standards set.

Where does that leave us?

Jesus teaches that we need to keep our

word, be trustworthy, live by the truth

of what we say, even when it’s

inconvenient, painful or tempting to

find a loophole.

Jesus goes on to say we should not try

to get even or retaliate when someone

has wronged us. If someone insults us,

say something nice about them. Make

the well-being of others our focus, even

though in our mind they don’t deserve

it. Leave justice to God.

Finally Jesus calls us to love our

enemies and pray for those who

persecute us. If we only love those who

are easy to love how are we any

different from the ungodly?

How can we keep these standards? Tim

Keller says “A new relationship with

God creates a new relationship with

yourself, creates a new relationship

with others. It’s a package! It comes

together.”

It’s only by recognising the extravagant

love God has poured out on us that our

hearts begin to change and impact our

relationships with others. When we

understand how much God loves us it

changes everything.

CONSIDER: 
How will I treat others today? Do my

words and actions reflect God’s love for

me?

PRAYER: 
Father help us to honour you in our

relationships with others. When it

would be easier to respond with

untruths or defensiveness help us to

remember the sacrifice you made for

us. Help us to respond with love for

others and to see them through your

eyes.
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M A T T H E W  6 : 1 - 4
G i v i n g  f o r  t h e  G l o r y  o f  G o d :

Rub y  Wa t t e r s ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n

We cannot deny the reality that our

world is shaped by poverty and broken

systems. Throughout the biblical

narrative, there is a continual refrain to

hear and respond to the needs of the

poor. From hearing the cries of the

slaves in Exodus, to the prophetic

words of Micah and Isaiah 58, God’s

heart for the orphan, the widow, the

enslaved and the poor remains central.

 

Jesus spoke about giving to the poor as

a fundamental behaviour and act of

righteousness for his followers. While

it’s much easier to keep something

than to give, Jesus instructs us to give

generously of our wealth and resources.

Giving is an opportunity to love the

poor and participate in the work of

God’s Kingdom. 

Jesus gives his followers a ‘how to’ and

‘how not to’ give. When I read this

passage, I’m especially struck by a

reminder of how intimately God knows

our heart.

We all have a response to those who

are living in poverty. Our responses may

be shaped by anger, compassion, guilt

or pride. However, when we are

motivated only by these things, we

might be tempted to announce our 

charitable deeds or become focused on

creating an image of righteousness. We

may be giving, without loving the poor.

We should have a biblical response to

the needy, shaped by the heart of God

and the loving actions of his Son. So

how are we to give? ‘In secret’ – without

ceremony or attention. Not seeking

validation from the world but bringing

glory to God!

CONSIDER: 
Where in your day can you listen and

learn about others experiences or

poverty or injustice? In what ways can

you give your time and voice to the

poor? Does your bank statement reflect

your relationship with Christ and his

people?

PRAYER: 
Thank God for His heart for those in

need. Bring before God the times we

have tried to cultivate an image of

righteousness. Ask God for wisdom and

good stewardship of your resources,

that we may be generous towards

those in need. 
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M A T T H E W  6 : 5 - 1 8
P r i v a t e  P r a y e r :

Be t h an y  Abbo t t sm i t h  a  membe r  o f  ou r  9 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .

I remember learning the Lord’s prayer

as a kid and feeling rather chuffed with

myself, I was so proud as a chanted it in

front of my Sunday school class.

Nowadays knowing the context of the

Lord’s prayer this memory holds a lot of

irony.

Jesus urging his followers to pray in

private in verses 5-8 is something he

himself did all the time. “Jesus often

withdrew to lonely places and prayed”

Luke 5:16 (and elsewhere, Matt 14:23,

Luke 6:12 and Matt 26:36). Jesus was

perfect and had nothing to make up

for, yet he still desired fellowship with

God through prayer. 

I find it can be so easy to slide into

impressing the room when I pray at

Growth Group or with someone else. I

know prayer in a group should be

crafted for the benefit of all but how

easy it is to try and make yourself look

impressive. Private prayer removes that

pressure and confusion and helps us

build an intimate and authentic

relationship with our Heavenly Father. 

Our private prayer life is a bit of a

health test for our relationship with

God. It can show us where we really are

up to spiritually, but it also provides a

remedy for times

of spiritual dryness. Giving us the space

and time to heal as we pursue the Lord. 

Private prayer is an intensely personal

time between you and God. In prayer

we can enjoy the gift of having God’s

ear and discovering that we are loved

by him as a friend. 

CONSIDER: 
Do you inwardly pray when nothing on

the outside is pressing you to do so?

PRAYER: 
Find a time alone to pray. If you need

somewhere to start, use the Lord’s

prayer from the passage. Particularly

admire and thank God for his

willingness to listen to you and hear

what’s on your heart. 

Grace Whiting (age 6) - Matthew 6:5-14
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Adrien Seignoux - Matthew 6:19-24



M A T T H E W  6 : 1 9 - 2 4
J e s u s  i s  b e i n g  i m p o s s i b l e  ( a g a i n ) :

J ohn  S andeman ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  9 am  c ong r e g a t i o n

We all have treasure. The Inner West

has not gentrified enough to force the

odd hoarder away. Having moved into

the real Croydon after decades of

crossing a postcode to get to church, I

have had a new set of streets to

explore. There’s one house which has a

huge collection of lawnmowers on the

nature strip. The most mown bit of

ground in Croydon I guess, but it is

some one’s treasure. 

Maybe your treasure is your good name,

whether a reputation in your field of

work, or just being known as a good

bloke or bloke-ess. It might be money,

power, or in this time, health.

There’s good in treasure. Otherwise, it

would not be treasured. 

And that process of becoming treasure,

of being treasured, links to Jesus’

comment about the eye. Treasure is

what you look at -or for. So maybe an

unhealthy eye is an eye with reflects

your unhealthy appetite. Well, that’s my

take. 

CONSIDER: 
What it would be like if Jesus was your

treasure, in ordinary daily life? He

already is. But our eyes, and our other

senses wander. Especially that

imaginary one, the sense of fulfillment. 

 Treasure seeking is the problem. We

are a mob of pirates with a treasure

map, with a big “x” on it. The x might

mark career, relationship, a place to

live, all good in themselves, but there’s

a bigger “x” . A cross. 

Humanly speaking it is impossible to

treasure Jesus to his full value. But he

knows that … and draws you to him. He

draws a treasure map for you. 

Have you a map with the X marking the

right treasure? Hint – it is actually a

book, with a “x” at it’s centre.

PRAYER: 
Dear Lord, help me keep my eyes from

wandering, to treasure you as I should.

May I follow the treasure map of your

word and treasure you, and store up

treasure in heaven.
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M A T T H E W  6 : 2 5 - 3 4
B i r d s  o f  t h e  a i r :  

CONSIDER: 

PRAYER: 

Jenni Emerson

Page 42



M A T T H E W  7 : 1 - 6
S p e c k s  a n d  S a w d u s t :  

Gab  L im ,  a  membe r  o f  ou r  7pm  c ong r e g a t i o n .

I’d be willing to bet that there are

plenty of non church-attending people

who could quote or paraphrase, “Do not

judge, or you too will be judged.” It’s a

familiar enough passage for us today,

and one that seems self-evident in

what it means: ‘don’t be judgy, and

don’t be a hypocrite’, right? But as

always, the literary and historical

context of the passage has more light

to shed.

The Sermon on the Mount would’ve

been electrifying to hear: a teacher,

who speaks with authority,

pronouncing blessings onto the meek

and marginalised and preaching a type

of righteousness that surpasses even

that of the Pharisees. And so, it

would’ve been hard to hear Jesus’

words in verses 3-5 without thinking

that they were specifically referencing

the corrupt religious rulers of the time.

 

We can feel the same temptation to

apply this passage towards others.

However, when we feel that way, don’t

we reveal the plank in our own eye? The

right response to Jesus’ teaching in this

passage isn’t to be upset at others

whom we think are acting

hypocritically, but to realise that this

passage applies to us. 

Ultimately, it is not us who are judged,

as we deserve (7:1), but Jesus in our

place. By God’s grace, we are free to

acknowledge the plank in our own eye,

because we know that no failure of ours

can ever disqualify us from

membership in God’s family.

CONSIDER: 
Sometimes we feel inclined to point

out the speck in someone else’s eye

because it helps us to ignore a plank in

our own eye. Do you have a Christian

brother or sister to keep you

accountable for when you are ignoring

the plank in your eye?

PRAYER: 
Thank you Jesus for paying for my sins,

even those that I am still blind to. Grow

my confidence in your saving work and

not in mine, so that I can live out the

gospel of grace more fully each day.

Amen.
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Jeri Jones Sparks - Matthew 7:7-14
"Door" with lyrics from How Deep the Fathers Love

(Stuart Townsend, 1995)



M A T T H E W  7 : 7 - 1 4    
T y p e s  o f  d a d s :

J e r i  J on e s  Spa r k s ,  Rea ch i n g  t h e  L o s t  M in i s t e r .

Some of us have and are stellar dads.

Some of us had cruel dads. For many of

us fatherhood is more complex, the

painful bits tied up with the great stuff.

Fatherhood is stained by sin. So how on

earth do we make sense of having a

heavenly Father? According to Jesus,

the daily nature of our relationship with

God the Father occurs in prayer.

For a long time, my disciplined prayer

habits consisted of ‘correct’ prayers

which left little room for child-like

dependence. Still, I can be hesitant to

ask for things that I know that align

with His will and not mine. Sometimes I

will ask the Father for courage to pray

the scary prayer tomorrow. During one

season, I prayed for ‘tomorrow courage’

for three months, only to find that God

gifted me dependence I couldn’t find

myself. “I can’t do it” turned into “I can’t

do on my own” which led to “help me,

dad”.

How we pray often reveals our

relational dynamic with the Father. Are

you hesitant like me? Does it feel like a

chore sometimes? Are you angry or

hurt? Do you wonder if prayer is

pointless? Jesus both understands our

human perspective (vs 11) and has

unique authority to instill confidence in

the goodness of the Father.

The certain promises Jesus makes (vs 7-

8) have less to do with the outcome of

our prayer points, and more to do with

the type of dad who will respond to our

requests and knocks and searching.

With praying hands, we come to know

the Father who cannot sin against us

and is immensely trustworthy.

CONSIDER: 
What does the way you pray reveal

about your relational dynamic with the

Father? What are your blocks or

questions you could pray about?

PRAYER: 
Thank you for the opportunity to relate

to you in prayer by the mediation of

your son Jesus. Help me not to take

prayer for granted and depend on you

more fully.  
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Matthew 7:15-29 4



M A T T H E W  7 : 1 5 - 2 9     
T r u e  O b e d i e n c e  o r  K n o w i n g  J e s u s :

Cec i l y  G r a y  a  membe r  o f  ou r  1 0 . 30 am  c ong r e g a t i o n

What is our response when we are told

to obey someone? Do we think yes- that

will show I am a good person or no-

why should I? Do we obey out of

compulsion and a desire to impress or

because we deeply believe that this

obedience is in response to a truth and

is for my own good?

In this passage Jesus is speaking on the

Mount of Olives not just to his disciples,

but to a large crowd who have come to

hear what he has to say and maybe

learn from Him. He is concerned that

they ‘hear’ correctly and understand

what it truly means to obey God. 

To drive home the point Jesus uses

several illustrations to help them

understand important realities about

obeying God out of true conviction. 

First there is a warning that in seeking

to obey God we must not be deceived

or influenced by the ’godly’ words and

gestures of those who claim to be from

God but are not. The only way to

recognize this Jesus says is by the way

they live and the consequences of their

lives.  

Secondly in order to further clarify this,

Jesus uses the example of the wise and

foolish builders. A life built on self -

 deception, disobedience and an

incorrect understanding of God will

only end in spiritual disaster.The only

way that we can have a life of spiritual

certainty is to obey Jesus. This means

having a heart and mind that is

humbled before God and desires to

follow him out of deep conviction. 

CONSIDER: 
Do we have hearts that are willing to

listen and humbly respond to Jesus in

the way we live?

PRAYER: 
Lord teach us to recognize your voice,

listen and respond to you in obedience.

Protect us from being deceived by

others and ourselves. May we be in awe

like the crowd and recognize that

“Jesus teaches as one who has

authority…”. Amen
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M A T T H E W  8 : 1 - 1 5   
J e s u s ’  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  d i s e a s e :  J e r e l  and  L a r i s s a  Da v i d

membe r s  o f  ou r  9 am  c ong r e g a t i o n .  

Are you taken aback when a leader

acknowledges, loves or cares for the

marginalized and appalled when

leaders abuse their power? Blessings

come when leaders actively work for

the best interest and flourishing of

those they lead. Oppression comes

when leaders abuse their power. Jesus

exercised his authority fully focused on

the interests of others. He exercised

authority in submission to the will of

the Father to accomplish our eternal

salvation. His miracles and acts of

healing alleviated human suffering and

proved his divine power. 

Jesus extends mercy to people who are

in some way marginalized by society or

Jewish traditions. Jesus’ compassionate

response to touch an ‘untouchable’

man (the leper) with His own hand

speaks of His sensitivity to the

emotional and spiritual needs of the

man trapped in a decaying body. The

healing of this leper offers a picture

that helps us understand our spiritual

state before God; every person is

infected with a disease that isolates

them from God, breaks down human

relationships, and contributes to our

tendency to resist coming under the

control of anyone besides ourselves.

 Jesus has the power to overcome

human suffering because He defeated

sin and death on the cross. To

recognize God as the only stable

foundation and authority in a confusing

world is to find true peace.

Jesus demonstrates absolute authority

and deserves our unreserved devotion.

How does Jesus’ authority impact your

life? Will you recognize who Jesus is so

you can discover how to thrive under

His gracious and perfect authority?

CONSIDER: 
Faith may sometimes feel risky, but God

is worthy of your trust. In what specific

way is God calling you to trust Him

today?

PRAYER: 
For growing trust in Jesus who touches

you and shows great love and healing.
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W H E R E  T O  N E X T ?

scripture
Read slowly and thoughtfully a

couple of times.

observation
What do you see and notice?

What do you learn here about

God and his character? 

application
What leaps out as particularly

relevant to what is going on in

your own thinking or life? What

sins do you need to repent of?

What challenges or comforts to

apply to your heart? 

prayer
Respond in prayer. 

Matthew 8 :16-22

Matthew 8 :23-34

Matthew 9 :1-17

Matthew 9 :18-26

Matthew 9 :27-34

Matthew 9 :35-38

Matthew 10 :1-15

Matthew 10 :16-25

Matthew 10 :26-31

Matthew 10 :32-42

Matthew 11 :1-6

K e e p  r e a d i n g  M a t t h e w ’ s  G o s p e l  w i t h  

u s i n g  t h e  S .  O .  A .  P .  m e t h o d :

Tobias Buckley 



T E N

I delight greatly in the Lord;

    my soul rejoices in my God.

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation

    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness.

- Isaiah 61:10




